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Staff Spotlight: Linda Paugh Receives Award For
Eviction Mediation Work

HERSHEY, PA — A unique program at Pocono Mountains United Way (PMUW)
received statewide recognition earlier this month from the Housing Alliance of
Pennsylvania. Linda Paugh was presented with the Eviction Prevention and
Diversion Award on December 7 in Hershey for implementing an innovative
program in response to the pandemic that stabilizes families who would
otherwise be displaced by eviction.

Continue Reading About Linda's Award

New program geared to support
future first-generation college
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students

A new program at Pocono Mountain West High
School is preparing first-generation college
students for life after high school not just
academically and financially but also
emotionally and socially.
“We just want them to be passionate and really
want to work towards building their future with
the added support of creating these networks in these spaces where ... it's
okay to be in the unknown, but we'll help you get through that,” said Timera
Toppin, coordinator of Generation Next.

Read the WVIA's full article about it!
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2022 Report To The Community

Pocono Mountains United Way hosted the annual Report to the Community in
December. The weather prevented us from getting together in person, but we
had over 85 people join to learn about the work that was accomplished in 2022.
If you missed the meeting, don't worry! We have uploaded a video of the entire
presentation.
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PPL Foundation Donates
$25,000 to Generation Next

Program

We're excited to share that Pocono
Mountains United Way has received a
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https://www.volunteermonroe.org/

$25,000 grant from the PPL Foundation.
These funds will support the Generation Next
program to address disparities in education
through college readiness, access, and
completion initiatives.

“This grant from the PPL Foundation will
allow the Generation Next program to
provide students with the resources they
need to prepare for tests like the SAT, visit
potential schools, and develop the habits
they will need to carry with them after high
school to complete a four-year college degree,” said Pocono Mountains United
Way President/CEO Michael Tukeva.

VITA Program Back In 2023

Pocono Mountains United Way is excited to announce that the Volunteer

Income Tax Assistance (VITA) Program is available again this year. This

program provides free tax return help, and to be eligible for the program a
person needs to make less than $60,000 per year and be a US Citizen.

Child care facilities interested in bringing screenings to their facilities should
contact Roxanne Powell at 570-517-3958

Pocono Mountains United Way launched its 80th
N Campaign on September 7th. The Campaign is
YOUR WMM“N"Y THRIVES led by Chris Barrett, President/CEQO of Pocono
Mountains Visitors Bureau, and Michael Tukeva,
il ™ President/CEO of Pocono Mountains United Way.
Our Be the Reason Campaign encourages people
to give United and be the reason...

that no family struggles to make ends meet.

individuals are working to improve their financial stability.
children are prepared to succeed in school and beyond.
people in our community won’t go hungry.

Ready to make a difference?Visit our website to learn how to participate
through a workplace campaign or to donate with an individual pledge.
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